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UCI Stories presents Friends of the Library 
Patrick Hanratty 
 
Goals/Objectives of UCI Stories:  
The UC Irvine Libraries has developed and implemented a 50th Anniversary Historical 
Documentation Project to collect, preserve, and make available historical records and memories 
focusing on UC Irvine’s pioneering intellectual contributions, key turning points, and unique 
legacy. One aspect of the Project is the collection of oral histories from campus leaders, 
innovators, alumni, and other difference-makers representing the diversity of UCI in the broadest 
sense.  
 
The goal of these interviews is to learn about the unique histories and lasting contributions of 
UCI’s difference-makers. Your first-hand perspective on UCI will offer valuable information 
about the University’s past and its brilliant future, which is rooted in its community. The 
objectives of UCI Stories will be primarily met through a few broad questions regarding your life 
and affiliation with UCI. 
 
Helpful hint: You know your UCI story, but others may not. Try to be as specific as possible 
when referring to people, departments, programs, dates (decades are fine), etc. Try to define 
acronyms whenever possible. 
 
Begin by introducing yourself  
 Your name 
 Your current affiliation with UCI 
 
Your Background 
 
I’ve read that you grew up in San Diego and your parents worked at the Old Globe.  
 
1. When and where were you born? 
  
2. What was it like growing up in San Diego? 
 
3. How, if at all, were the arts part of your early years? I’ve read that the Old Globe was 
a part of your life. What impact did the Old Globe have on you? Was it your first 
introduction to Shakespeare? 
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4. If not, how and when did you first become acquainted with Shakespeare? Do you 
recall the first time you heard or read a Shakespeare play? If yes, what was that 
experience like?  
 
5. Reflect on your experience acting in plays at the Old Globe.  What productions were 
you in? What parts did you play? 
 
6. How and when did you develop an interest in opera? 
 
Your research 
 
It is my understanding that your career in programming began before you attended UCI. 
 
1. How, if at all, did your experience in the Air Force influence your career in 
programming? What years were you in the service? 
 
2. Please describe your career in programming prior to attending. What were your 
major contributions to the field?  
 
Your time at UCI 
 
You obtained your Ph.D. from UCI from the School of Information and Computer Science. 
 
1. How and when did you first become aware of UCI? 
 
2. Why did you choose to attend UCI, and what years did you attend? 
 
3. What was your impression when you first arrived on campus? 
 
4. What did you study at UCI, who was your Ph.D. advisor, what was the focus of your 
dissertation? 
 
5. How, if at all, did UCI influence your research? 
 
6. What was the state of your department and ICS during the time you attended UCI? 
 
7. What was life like as a graduate student at UCI during the ‘70s? 
 
8. Did you participate in student activities while a graduate student? If yes, please 
reflect on the role you played in these activities. 
 
9. In your opinion, who were some of the most influential people (students, faculty, 
staff, and administration) at UCI during the time you attended? What impact did 
they have on the campus? Did you have a personal relationship with any of these 
individuals? 
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The First Folio 
 
In 1986 you donated a rare first edition of Shakespeare’s collected plays to UCI Libraries. The 
“first folio” published in 1623 is one of the Libraries’ most treasured possessions.  
 
1. How, why, and when did you acquire the first folio? 
 
2. Why did you decide to donate the first folio to UCI? 
 
3. What, if anything, do you recall about the day you physically gave the first folio to 
the UCI Libraries? 
 
Flatland 
 
In 2004 you donated a first edition of Flatland: A Romance of Many Dimensions an 1884 
satirical novella by Edwin A. Abbott to the UCI Libraries. 
 
1. How, why and when did you acquire Flatland? 
 
2. It is my understanding that the copy you donated to the library had never been read. 
Have you read another copy of the novella prior to acquiring the first edition copy? 
If yes, recall the circumstances around which you read Flatland. What do you think 
about the novella’s plot? 
 
3. Why did you decide to donate Flatland to the UCI Libraries? 
 
Lasting impressions 
 
You continue to maintain a relationship with UCI.  
 
1. In your opinion, what are the major milestones in the university’s history? 
 
2. How has UCI changed since you graduated? 
 
3. What impact, if any, has UCI had on you since you graduated? 
 
4. Looking back, and looking forward what do you see in UCI’s brilliant future? 
